Cases in a series of carcinoid syndrome and carcinoid heart disease.
Although carcinoid syndrome is regarded as a rare entity, carcinoid patients with evidence of cardiac involvement show a markedly reduced survival time. Patients with advanced signs of right-sided heart failure represent a subgroup at particularly high risk. Echocardiography remains the gold standard to diagnose or confirm structural cardiac involvement in patients with underlying carcinoid disease. This is the notion that propelled us to report on cases of carcinoid syndrome with cardiac involvement. We also review carcinoid syndrome and carcinoid heart disease, and challenges regarding the diagnosis and management of carcinoid heart disease.